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ASTHMA AND CLINICAL CHARACTERISTICS
In the Epidemiological study on the Genetics and Environments of Asthma (EGEA), at both the baseline study (EGEA1, 1991 (EGEA1, -1995 
ANALYSES OF THE ASSOCIATIONS BETWEEN OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE TO LATEX IN HOSPITAL WORKERS AND CURRENT ASTHMA
Three estimates of exposure to latex were available in hospital workers: self-report, expert assessment, and the asthma-specific job-exposure matrix (JEM). Self-reported exposure to latex was assessed in job-specific questionnaires for healthcare workers, with questions regarding the frequency of use of powdered and non-powdered latex gloves. In the expert assessment, and in the application of the asthma JEM (expert reevaluation step), the period of exposure (calendar year) was taken into account to assign exposure estimates, in relation to modification in use of powdered latex gloves according to hospital gloves policies. These three estimators were used alone and combined to study the relationship between exposure to latex in hospital workers and current asthma, in all subjects and in women only.
Results are presented in table E3. Using any of the assessment method independently, no association was observed between exposure to latex and current asthma (table E3) . For self-reported exposure, similar results (not shown) were observed when calendar year of exposure or the number of pairs of gloves used per day was taken into account. When combining the asthma JEM (exposure to latex) and expert-assessment, more elevated OR were observed but the associations did not reach significance. Finally, in those classified as exposed to industrial cleaning products according to the asthma JEM, significant associations were observed for the use of latex estimated by the expert assessment or self-report. Table E2 . Associations between current asthma and frequency of exposure to cleaning task and products in female hospital workers, according to selfreport alone and combined with asthma JEM Self-report Self-report + asthma JEM n: As-/As+ Adjusted* OR (95% CI) n: As-/As+ Adjusted* OR (95% CI) 2.28 (0.96 -5.40) As-, never asthma; As+, current asthma; CI, Confidence Interval; JEM, job-exposure matrix; OR, Odds-Ratio. * Adjusted for sex, age and smoking habits, and taking into account familial dependence. † Adjusted for age and smoking habits, and taking into account familial dependence. ‡ All latex gloves, exposed 4-7 days/week. § Moderate to high intensity.
